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This marks our eighth full committee mark up this Congress, and with over 70 hearings on the books we 
have advanced nearly two-dozen bills through the House. The Energy and Commerce Committee has 
built a proud record of bipartisan success, and we look to continue our momentum as we consider six bills 
to protect kids, improve the public health, and boost jobs and manufacturing. These bills will have a 
positive impact in Michigan and across the country. 
 
We will first consider H.R. 985, legislation that would allow the concrete masonry industry to establish a 
national check-off program to help support industry programs related to generic research, promotion, and 
education. This legislation, authored by Reps. Guthrie and Castor has strong bipartisan support and 
offers manufacturers a uniform opportunity to help grow their businesses and create jobs.  
 
We next will consider H.R. 3154, the E-Warranty Act authored by Reps. Mullin and Loebsack. This 
bipartisan bill provides important regulatory flexibility to manufacturers by allowing them to post product 
warranties online. We live during a time where Internet connectivity and networked sensors are being 
integrated into every facet of our lives. The use of the Internet and other advanced technologies is 
generating significant efficiencies and resource savings for businesses and consumers that should be 
available to every sector of the economy. This measure helps to extend that opportunity, modernizing 
guidelines for the 21st century. 
 
We will also consider four public health bills. H.R. 1344, the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Act 
of 2015, introduced by Health Subcommittee Vice Chairman Guthrie and Rep. Capps, would reauthorize 
a program for early detection, diagnosis, and treatment for deaf and hard-of-hearing newborns, infants, 
and young children.   
 
H.R. 1462, the Protecting Our Infants Act of 2015, sponsored by Reps. Katherine Clark and Steve Stivers 
and its Senate Companion, S. 799 introduced by Senate Majority Leader McConnell, would address the 
increasing problem of prenatal opioid abuse and neonatal abstinence syndrome.   
 
H.R. 1725, the National All Schedules Prescription Electronic Reporting Reauthorization Act of 2015, 
introduced by Mr. Whitfield, Dr. Bucshon, Ranking Member Pallone and Mr. Kennedy, would establish a 
grant program for states to administer prescription drug monitoring programs.  
  
And lastly, H.R. 2820, the Stem Cell Therapeutic and Research Reauthorization Act, introduced by Reps. 
Smith and Matsui. Why does this bill matter? Look no further than the Henry Ford Bone Marrow Stem Cell 
Transplant Program in my home state of Michigan. Established in 1988, the program regularly performs 
some of the most complex stem cell transplants in the country. Doctors at the Henry Ford Hospital 
celebrated the success of the system’s first double-cord stem cell transplant just last year. This is a 
promising, potentially life-saving treatment for African Americans and other minorities affected by 
disparities in transplant options.  
 
Ella Mae Mays of Michigan was diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia. After her diagnosis, doctors at 
Henry Ford Hospital told Ms. Mays that bone marrow from a matched donor was her best option. An 
acquaintance who volunteered to be tested was a match, but as is often the case, ultimately decided not 
to go through with the very painful procedure. That’s when the director of the Henry Ford Bone Marrow 
Stem Cell Transplantation Program – home of the largest bone marrow transplant patient unit in Michigan 
– discussed a double-cord transplant with Ms. Mays.  
 



About 30,000 cord blood transplants have been performed nationwide since they began in the mid-1990’s 
and about 10,000 have been double-cord transplants. Shortly following the procedure, Ella Mae Mays 
was soon in remission as she celebrated her 60th birthday last August. Reauthorizing this bill will ensure 
similar miracles like Ms. Mays are possible.  
 
We have six important bills before us, and I urge their approval. 
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